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Agenda item:
The Cabinet On 16 October 2007

Report Title: Cabinet Response to Scrutiny Review on Improving Road Safety in
Haringey

Forward Plan reference number (if applicable):

Report of: Niall Bolger, Director of Urban Environment

Wards(s) affected: All Report for: Key Decision

1. Purpose

2. Introduction by Executive Member

2.1 Road safety is a very important issue in Haringey and we have made have great
improvements in accident reduction in recent years. | welcome this review's
contributing to furthering this work. This report details my response to the
recommendations of the review and provides a detailed action plan to take them
forward.

3. Recommendations

3.1 That the Cabinet welcomes the report of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee on
Improving Road Safety in Haringey.

3.2 That Cabinet agrees the attached response and proposed action as set out in
Appendix 1.
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Contact Officer: Beverley Taylor, Assistant Director of Streetscene

4. Director of Finance Comments

4.1 A mix of internal and external funding is currently available for road safety projects
within Haringey. The Council has agreed a specific capital investment programme for
road safety measures amounting to £200k per annum for the last two years and
£100k for the current year. There is further investment approved for borough roads
and street lighting that has impact on road safety. The Streetscene PBPR contains a
specific road safety capital bid of £400k for 2008/09, which will be considered as part
of the capital budget process. The main source of external funding for road safety
type projects is from TfL. This years allocation amounts to over £1 .5m and includes
local safety schemes, 20mph Zones, school travel plans, travel awareness and road
safety education and training. The effective use of these resources has resulted in
reductions to road accidents in recent years.

4.2 Most of the recommendations are agreed and can be implemented within existing
resources. However, two are agreed subject to funding becoming available and these
cannot be implemented until funding, either internally or externally, is clearly identified
and agreed.

5. Head of Legal Services Comments

5.1 The Head of Legal Services Comments only on recommendations 3 and 4
(Maximising external funding opportunities) There is a statutory power in Section 93
Local Government Act 2003 for charging a person for discretionary services where no
other power is available and a person agrees to pay. Accordingly, where a developer
has a road safety issue in a development proposal identified and agrees to pay for
the design of mitigation measures this may be settled at an early stage. Thisis in
addition to the agreement for works where statutory powers to charge exist.

5.2 There is a new procedure for Planning Application forms to be introduced with effect
from 1 April 2008 and extensive changes to the Town and Country Planning (General
Procedure Development) Order 1995 which governs the application procedure. A
report will be submitted to the Planning Committee when the details have been
published. It is suggested that recommendation 4 be considered at that time

5.3 The proposed action in response to recommendation 3 is supported

6. Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985

6.1 The following background papers have been used in the preparation of this report:

» __Improving Road Safety in Haringey, Overview and Scrutiny Committee report 30

Report Template: Formal Bodies / Member Only Exec 2



July 2007
e Haringey Council Plan 2007/10

6.2 For access to background papers or any further information please contact John

Lapping on 0208 489 1714.

7.1

7.2

8.1

9.1
10.

10.1

11.

11.1

12.

121

Strategic Implications

Improving road safety is a Council Plan priority with action agreed in the next three
years to 2010 to maximise 20 mph and School Travel Plan schemes as part of our
Local Implementation Plan, and targets set to reduce by 30 the numbers of people
killed and seriously injured on our roads. This target reflects the Mayor of London’s
target and is also a CPA performance indicator.

The review by Overview and Scrutiny has made a wide range of recommendations
aimed at improving the Council’'s work on road safety and delivering this casualty
reduction target.

Financial Implications

Where recommendations of the scrutiny review are agreed and currently have no or
inadequate funding, these will be addressed either as part of the Council’s financial
planning process or wherever possible through bids for external funding.

Legal Implications

No specific implications identified.

Equalities Implications

Road safety is an important issue in addressing inequality. National research has
shown that accidents tend to be higher amongst more vulnerable group and are linked
to deprivation. These patterns are reflected in Haringey’s pattern of accidents and
casualties.

Consultation
The scrutiny review included consultation with a wide range of stakeholders.

Background

A Scrutiny Review on Improving Road Safety in Haringey was set up in January 2007
and completed in June 2007. The primary focus of the review was to look at the
challenges facing the Council and its partners in the delivery of road safety solutions
both in terms of engineering safety solutions and training and education initiatives.
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12.2

12.3

12.4

12.5

13.

13.1

The detailed objectives of the review were:

e To determine whether the Council was meeting the government and London
Mayor’s targets on road safety. :

e To gain a better understanding of the work currently undertaken by the
Council and its partners.

e To reduce the number of killed and seriously injured (KSIs) road casualties in
Haringey.

e To assess the Council's partners’ and stakeholders’ understanding of the
government's targets and their implications for Haringey.

e To determine whether Haringey Council and Transport for London are
providing and allocating resources to the best effect with particular regard to
initiatives aimed at reducing road accidents resulting in high severity
casualties.

* To assess the Council's effectiveness in ensuring that potential external
funding is maximised wherever possible particularly the use of Sections 106
and 278 Agreements.

e To learn of new and transferable initiatives, which are not currently used in the
borough and which may help to reduce the number of high severity casualties
and help to inform any future road safety activities.

The review collected a wide range of evidence from different sources including
Transport for London, who currently provide funding primarily for traffic safety schemes
and road safety education, training and publicity; the Highways Service who deliver the
traffic engineering schemes and road safety education; the Borough Fire Commander;
Children and Young Peoples Services, local schools and Living Streets Haringey.

The review recognised that road safety success is usually measured by progress in
achieving casualty reductions and, generally, the Council has been successful in
moving towards meeting the casualty reduction targets. However, the review also
concluded that finding solutions is not always easy. Road safety is a complicated topic
involving a range of agencies, including judicial, educational, health and enforcement,
different areas of delivery including education, engineering and enforcement and many
facets of human behaviour.

The detailed recommendation of the review are set out in Appendix 1, together with a
suggested response from the Cabinet and proposed further action with timescales. Of
the 17 recommendations, only one, Recommendation 6, is not agreed and that is the
proposal to transfer funding of the school crossing patrol service to Children’s and
Young People’s Services. One is part agreed and two more agreed subject to funding.
If agreed by the Cabinet, the proposed action will be taken forward as part of the
Streetscene Business Plan in 2008/9.

Conclusion

Road safety is an important council priority and the Scrutiny Review report has
provided a useful contribution to taking forward action on this topic. It is recommended
that the Cabinet welcome the contribution of the review and agree the response and
action plan in Appendix 1.
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14. Use of Appendices

14.1  Appendix |: Action Plan for Implementing the Scrutiny Review on Improving Road
Safety in Haringey.
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